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Concerning the excellent properties 
of the Night of Power [Lailat dUQadrJ. 


L ot us now consider the significance of the words of Allah (Exalted 
is He): 


Behold, We sent it down 
on the Ni^hi of Power, 

And what has made you know 
what is the Ni^ht of Power? 

Hie Night of Power is heewr 
than a thousand months. 

In it the angels 
anil the Spirit come down 
by their Lord's permission, 
on every errand. 

Peace it is, until 

the rising of the of dawn. (97:1-5) 


intifl ort^alno/iu 
fl hxilaa 'LQtfdr. 

tea Trui adra-kn. 
m<i LiiJciu TQactr. 

Iail<uu bQndri JJuurun 
min nffj shiifir 

tiTtinj^ihi 'Lmdlaikmij 
wa fi-hd 

bi-idhni Rjeftbidum 
min Icalii umr. 

SiiLimtfn fiiyci 

ftaiui nuiilfl i '1-fajr. 


First of all, we should note that the object pronoun -hu lit] maTv&dna-hu 
[We sent it down] is an allusion to the Qur'an. Allah (Exalted is l ie) 
sent it down from the Well-Kept Tablet [cd~Lmvh ohMnlifujJ to the 
heaven of this lower world—to the Scribes/os-SaftiraJ, they being the 
clerks or secretaries among the angels. It would thus come down on that 
particular night, from the Tablet, to the extent that Gabriel (peace be 
upon him) was to reveal it—with the permission of Allah (Exalted is 
Ho)—to the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) in the 
course of the whole year. The same procedure would then be applied 
i n each subsequent year, until the entire Qur ‘an had come down, on the 
Night of PowerfLatlatold^aijrJ in the month of Ramadan, to the heaven 
of this lower world. 

Ibn Abbas (may Allah be well pleased with him and with his father) 
was offering an interpretation also proposed by other authorities, when 


he gave the following commentary on: 

Behold, We sent it down inns on&Jnd'lm 

on the Night oi Power. (97:1) ft Liiilati 'l~Qadr, 

“This means: ‘We sent Gabriel down with this Sura, and with the 
whole of the Qur'an—on the Night of Power [Loi/at cd'Qadrl —to the 
recording angels. Then it came down after that, by installments 
Inajman TUXjma], to Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him 
peace)—during a. period of twenty-three years, and in all the months, 
days, nights, and moments of time.” 

As for His statement (Exalted is He): 

on the Night of Power, fi Lui Eaii' i~Qadr. 

—this means: "on a tremendous or stupendous night iJuritr "ajJfnnJ," 
or, as some have mainta i ned; “on the N ighr of the Divine Decree (Laital 
rtZ-Hukin].'' It is called the Night of Power fLoiidt ui-QoiJrJ in order to 
proclaim the immensity of the night itself, and to emphasize its potency 
[qailrj , because it is then that Allah (Exalted is He) predetermines 
[yuqadAtiru] how things are to be throughout the year, until the same 
night of the year that lies ahead. 

Then He has said (Exalted is He): 

And whiir has made you know wq md tidrd-ka 

what is the Night of Power? (97:2) md Ldjldtu 't-Qiidr. 

In other words: “O Muhammad, if it were not for the fact that Allah 
has made you realize its tremendous importance, [how could you have 
known) T* For the tact is that, in every instance where the question 
posed in theQur an is in the past tense—“and what has made you know 
fu'd rnaadra-kdJV’ —Allah had already imparted the relevant knowledge 
to him. On the other hand, whenever the question posed therein is in 
rhe future tense—“and what will make you know / wa mil yudri'kai V — 
the implication is that He had not let him know, and had not imparted 
tire relevant knowledge to him. For example, consider His words 
(Almighty and Glorious is He): 


to the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace), so he was asked: 
“and what will make you know fu'a ma yudrl-kti] ?” rather than: “and 
what has made you know [wa mu adra-kal?' 

The following point should also he noted, concerning the night 
which He has described (Exalted is He) as "the Night of Power [Lailat 
alrQadrj" that is to say, the Night of Sublime Majesty and Wisdom 
[Xeulot al' AzcWia wa THikmaJ: According to some authorities, this is 
the blessed night referred to in the words of Allah (Almighty and 
Glorious is He): 

We sent it down on a blessed night.,. imui mvjina^hu ft Jaibrin 

in which every firm decree rrrabilrdtadn fl-he I yufraqu 

is made distinct, £44:5.4) ku/b arrtrrn (totem. 

Next, He has said (Almighty and Glorious is He): 

The Night of Power is better Lottaru 'i'Qttdri iduurun 

than a thousand months. (97:3) mm alji sbahr. 

In other words, good deeds therein are better than [those performed 
in] a thousand months that are without a Night of Power, 

I r is said of the Companions[$uAaha] (may Allah be well pleased with 
them) that they never felt so happy about anything, as they felt about 
His words (Exalted is f le): “better than a thousand months fkAormn min 
alfi shahr J.” The story behind this goes as follows: 

One day, Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) 
was telling his Companions about four of the Children of Israel [Bam 
Jsra f/J, and how they worshipfully served Allah for eighty' years, 
without disobeying 1 lim for one single twinkling of an eye in all of 
that time. The four he spoke about were job /AyyiibJ,* lV Zacharias 
{Zakariyya} , 2Ql Ezek tel [ HiztiiU, 102 and Joshua the son ofN un 20i fYitsfa f ibn 
Nwnj (peace be upon them all). 


The Companions of A Hah s Messenger (A! lah bless him and give him 
peace) were greatly amazed at all of this, so Gabriel (peace be upon him) 
came to him and said; “O Muhammad* it seems to have come as a 
great surprise to you and your Companions, to learn that these 
individuals were devoted to worshipful service for eighty years, 
without disobeying Allah (Exalted is He) for one single twinkling 
of an eye in all of that time. So now Allah has sent down to you 
something even better than that!" Then he recited to the Prophet 
(Allah bless him and give him peace): 


Behold, We sent it down 
on die Night of Power, 

And what has made you know 
what is the Night ol Power! 

The Night ol Power is better 
than a thousand months. 

In ll the angels 
and the Spirit come down 
by their Lord’s permission, 
on every' errcind. 


iroia mzahw-hu 
ji Lifilari 'hQritlr. 

tea mti adr&ka 
rrtd Ldi'idtu 'bQatlr. 

Ltfiktu 'L'Qadri khairun 
nun iii/i shtdir. 

minikin 'fmalfl j'kacn 
wa ‘r-Kii/iw ft'hd 
bitidhni RtibbiAim 

min iiidli <imr. 


Peace it is„ until saJnmim Jipa 

the rising of die of dawn. (97:1-5) hatt&maiidi ' l-fajr. 


Gabriel (peace be upon him) then said to him: “This is even more 
excellent than that which you and your Companions found so 
amazing.” Needless to say, the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him 
peace) was highly delighted. 

It was Yahya ibn Najfh who said: “Once upon a time* among die 
Children of Israel (Ban! JsratlJ, there was a man who carried a weapon 
for a thousand months in the service of Allah's cause f/f sahili 'MiJ. and 
not once in all of that time did he set his weapon aside. Allah’s 
Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) mentioned this to his 
Companions, and they found the story' quite amazing. So it was then 
that Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) sent down the revelation: 

The Night of Power is better Lttiltim 'l-Qadn Idwun 

than a. thousand months. (97:3) min cdfi sfuihr, 

—meaning: ‘better than those thousand months, during which that 
man bore a weapon in the sen-ice of Allah’s cause [fi sahib 'Hah], and 
never once set his weapon aside.’ 


“As tor the name by which the man was known among the Children 
of Israel /Ban! JsnYiiJ, some say it was Simon the Worshipful Servant 
(Sfuinf tm ab' Abidj, while others say it was Samson fS/wmstinJ.” 

Let us now consider the significance of each element in His saying 
(Exalted is He): 


In it die angeL 
and the Spirit come down 
by their Lord’s permission, 
on every errand. 

Peace it is, until 

the rising of the of dawn. (97:4,5) 


'J-ITiUlj JjCfH 

wii V-RmJiw fi'hii 

be-icUini Rrtbbifiim 
mill kafir (lirtr. 

stiiflirmn hiya 

fati&mada'i Vfaj r. 


1. What is meant by “the angels come down / f-trald rlcatuj ’ 

is that they come down in succession, from the setting of the sun until 
the the rising of the of dawn. 

2. “The Spirit far'Rwfrr means Gabriel (peace he upon him). 
According to ad'Pahhak, it was Ihn Abbas (may Allah he well 

pleased with him and with his father) who said: “The Spiritfor-RuW is 
in the shape of a human being with a gigantic physical build, and he is 
the one to whom Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) was referring 
when He said: 


And they will ask you ua yai’afimaTa 

about the Spirit. (17:35) fun V-Rfl/i. 

“He is the angel who will stand in the company of the angels, when 
they line up in rows on the Day of Resurrection fYau/m al~Qiydma], but 
in a rank by himself.” 

According to abMuqatil: “He is the most noble of all the angels in 
the sight of Allah (Exalted is He)/' 

Someone else has said: “He is an angel whose face is shaped like that 
of a human being, while his body is the body of the angels. He is the 
most enormous creature in the presence of the Heavenly Throne 
[ ArsJiJ, so he will stand in a row all by himself, when the angels stand 
arrayed.” The last part of this statement is, of course, a reference to the 
words of Allah ( Exalted is He): 


On die day when die Spirit ynumoa yaqfixnu V'Rti/iu 

and the angels stand arrayed. (73: id) wa l-rnddikiru saffa. 


3. “In it simply means: “in t lie Night ofPowerfjt Lrilar rtLQrJrJ 

4- “By their Lord’s permission (AmJAiu Rabbi'Aim j M means, in effect: 
“by their Lord’s command fbi-amri Rabbi-Aim].” 

5. “On every errand /min kniii amrj is a way of saying: “for every good 
purpose,” 

6. "Peace it is (salamnn hiyaj” has exactly the same meaning as: “It 
is peace [hiya sofemimj,” which signifies that it is perfectly safe and 
salubrious fsoffmoJ. No sickness or disease can break out in the course 
of it, nor can it be disturbed by any kind of hocus-pocus [WionoJ. 

It has also been maintained that “sofamtm [peace]” means the greeting 
of peace, with which the angels salute the true believers [saldmu */- 
maAiiiaiti 'da ’hmu'minm] among the people of the earth, for they say 
to them: "Peace, peace, until the rising of the dawnfsolamun soJamun 
hand matin'i 'Ufajr}!" 

7. As for the phrase “until the rising of the dawn f famd mafia' i 'l-fajrj" 
we should note the existence of an alternative reading for the Arabic 
word mafia , By substituting the vowel -r- for the vowel -a- after the 
consonant -l-/-" 4 we arrive at the form mafli , 20i The mafft' of the dawn 
means tire rising [cdrfulu ] thereof, while mafia denotes the place or 
point at which it rises [yatluu }. 206 


On the fact that the Night of Power 
[Lai/at al*Qadr] should be looked for during the 
last ten days of the month of Ramadan. 

T he Night of Power [Ledlat al'QaAr} should he looked tor during the 
last ten days of the month of Ramadan, and it is most likely to be 
the night of the twenty-seventh. 

According to the doctrine of Imam Malik-" 7 (may Allah bestow His 
mercy upon him), however, all the nights of the last ten days are equal 
candidates, and none of them is more probable than any other. 

According to the doctrine of Imam ash-ShatVl’® (may Allah bestow 
His mercy upon him), on the other hand, the most likely candidate is 
the twenty-first. 

Some have maintained that it is the night of the nineteenth, this 
being the doctrine of ' A isha (may Allah he well pleased with her). 

Abu Burdaal-Aslami (may Allah be well pleased with him), is known 
to have said; “It is the night of the twenty-third.” 

Abu Dharr 109 and ah Hasan (may Allah be well pleased with them) 
are both known to have said: “It is the night of the twenty-fifth.” 

According to a traditional report attributed to Bilal (may Allah be 
well pleased with him),- 1 ^ the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him 
peace) once said: “It is the night of the twenty-fourth.” 

lbn Abbas and Ubavy ibn Kab’ 11 (may Allah be well pleased with 


them} are both known to have said: “It is the night of the twenty- 
seventh.” 

The strongest evidence in favor of the conclusion that the most likely 
candidate is the night of the twenty-seventh—although Allah knows 
hest/u m’liafm A' iamj—has been presented by l mam A bmad ibn l“l an ha I - 1 - 
(may Allah bestow His mercy upon him). Citing an authoritative 
chain of transmission fisiuidj, the Imam reports that Ibn Abbas (may 
Allah be well pleased with him and with his father) once said: 

“It seemed that people would never stop telling the Prophet (Allah 
bless him and give him peace) about how, in their dreams, they had seen 
which of the last ten nights was the Night, So the Prophet (Allah bless 
him and give him peace) eventually declared: “As I cannot help but notice, 
your dreams repeatedly suggest that it is one of the odd-numbered 
nights among the final ten. If anyone is really keen to investigate, let 
him locus his research on the seventh night of the final ten ” 

Ibn Abbas is reported as having said to Umar ibn ah Kh at tab (may 
Allah he well pleased with them): 

“i made a careful study of all the uneven numbers [afrad }, and I had 
to conclude that none was more worthy ot note than the number 
seven [us-sab aj.” 

To demonstrate the special significance of the number seven, we shall 
now repeat what a certain learned scholar had to say on the subject: 

“There are seven heavens, and there are seven earths. 

“There are seven nights [in a week], 

“There are seven celestial spheres fa/tekj, and there are seven constel¬ 
lations [mtjum]. 

“There are seven laps to be covered at a brisk pacefsa yj between [the 
small hills] of as-Safa and al-Marwa. 213 

“There are seven circuits to be performed in the circumambulation 
ftmvafj of the House [of Allah]. 214 


“There are seven ingredients in the physical constitution of a human 
being, seven ingredients in his basic diet, and seven slits or cavities in 
the surface of his face. 

“There are seven seals flc/iowotXinl, 215 

“There are seven verses [dydtj in the Sura of Praise [Surat ohHamdJ- 216 
“There are seven modes [dfarufj of reciting the Qur'an.- 17 
“There are seven oft-repeated verses/as-sabh-f TmatfoSniJ 1 , 218 
“In the act of prostration [sufiidj during the ritual prayer [salat], seven 
parts of the body arc brought into contact with the ground. 

“There are seven gates of Hell [JahannamJ, and Hell has seven names, 
corresponding to its seven descending steps or levels [darakat], 219 
“There were seven Companions of the Cave [Ashuh al-Kakfi. 1 ^ 

"In the course of seven nights, the rribe of Ad was annihilated by the 
wind. 221 

“For seven years, Joseph [Yusufj (peace be upon him) remained in prison. 
“There were [two sets of] seven cowslbaqaxatj in the dream of the king 


of Egypt, as mentioned by Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) in the 
Sura of Joseph [Surat Yusuf/: 

And the king said: "I saw in a dream wa qaki %\neffltu mni ara 

seven fat cows, and seven sob" a baciaraun sunanin 

lean ones devouring them- 1 ’ (12=43) ya 'kufw'hHwwj mb' t<n ' ijafun , 


“There would be seven years of drought, and then seven years of 
plenty, according to the prediction made by Joseph [Yusuf] (peace be 
upon him). 

‘‘There are seventeen cycles [rak a], all told, in the five daily prayers 
[salawat] 

“The number seven is mentioned in the words of Allah (Almighty 
and Glorious is He): 


Then a fast of three days 
while on the Pilgrimage, 
and of seven when 
you have returned. (2:196) 


fa-siyfimu dioJathoti ayyamin 
fi ’I'Hajji 
wfl sab arm 
idful raja iHTn. 


“There are seven degrees of relationship by blood [rwabj within 
which it is unlawful to marry* 223 

“There are seven degrees of relationship hy fosterage [rida ] and 
marriage /jtfir], within which it is likewise unlawful to marry. 214 

“Before they can he considered pure and fit for human use, food 
containers in which dogs have lapped must he washed and scrubbed 
seven times, including one scrubbing with dry earth. Such is the rule 
laid down by Allah’s Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace). 

“Tire re are twenty-seven Arabic ‘words’ f/utrti/p 5 in the Sura of Power 


/Surat al'QadrJ, up to hut not including the verse [ayah ‘Pence it is 
[saktmun hiyaj _ 

H )ob[Ayyub] (pence he upon him) endured trial and tribulation tor 
seven years. 

“'Aisha (may Allah he well pleased with her) once said: ‘Allah's 
Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) married me when I was 
seven years of age.’ 

“There are seven ‘days of the old hag' fayydm i.e., ot the 

destructive wind f/uesumj: three in February [SluifedtJ and four in March 
[AdharV - 17 

“Allah’s Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 

The martyrs / shuhadn j of my Community f Ufranatl/ ore seven, namely: (1) one 
who is killed in battle, while fighting for the cause ofAIlJlthd'^d/Tsofjlii'JItl/ij: 
(2) the victim of the plague fahrruu'tmh (3) the victim of pulmonary tubercu¬ 
losis M'jTMsfii//. (4) one whose death is caused by drowning [cd-ghariql ; (5) one 
who is trapped in a tire and burned to death frubfumrjJ; (6) one whose death 
results from agastric or intestinal ailmen t / d'tmbpml ; (7) the woman who dies 
in the process of childbirth ftm-na/sa’/u 

“Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) swore laqsarna} by seven 
things, when He said, in the first seven verses of the Sura of the Sun 

[ Suratasjh-'S/iumsJ (91:1—7): 

1. By the sun and its brightness, twt '.di'sfinmsi uw duM-hit 

2. and the moon when she follows him, uu h^amari idha Edfo-fia 

3. and the day when it reveals him. wa ‘n-na/iari idhd jiali<5'ha 

4. and the night when it enshrouds him, u >a "I-Liili idfiri yrtgiisfia-fia 

5. and the heaven and Him who built it, wa VsrtmtTi twi ma barn-ha 

6. and the earth and Him who spread it, uw ’burJr mr m& ta/tcThfl 

7. and a soul and Him who perfected ir. via nd/stn tea ma smvuraM, 

“Moses [Musd? (peace he upon him) stood seven cubits tall, and the 
length of the staff of Moses was also seven cubits. 


“It is thus established that most things [of great religious importance] 
are associated with the number seven, This means that Allah (Exalted 
is I le) has implicitly indicated to His servants that the Night of Power 
f Lailat al'Qadrj is the twenty'Seventh, by virtue of 1 its statement: 

Peace it is, until salamtm fiivt 

the rising ofthe of dawn. <97-5) luitta ntaplfl ‘ T/^- 

“He has thereby given us to understand that the N ight of Power / Lailat: 
cdrQadr ] is the nightof the twenty-seventh [of the month of Ramadan] 


On the conflicting opinions of various experts 
concerning the correct answer to the question: 
“Which is more excellent, the night of the Day 
of Congregational Prayer [Lai hit al-Jum'a], 
or the Night of Power [Lailat al-QadrJV* 

W hich is more excellent, the night of the Day of Congregational 
Prayer [Lailat aL/urna],-- 0 or the Night of Power [Liiilat al'Qadr]? 
This is a question over which our fellow scholars- v ' have been in some 
disagreement. 

On the one hand, Shaikh Abu ’ Abdi’llah ibn Batta, Shaikh Abu 1- 
Hasan al-JazarT and Abu Hafs' U mar ah Barmakt (may Allah bestow His 
mercy upon them) have all opted for the answer that the night of the 
Day of Congregational Prayer [Lailat drjumaj is the more excellent of 
the two. 

On the other hand, the answer preferred by Abu 'l-fjasan at-TamlmT 
(may Allah bestow His mercy upon him) is that, of all the Nights of 
Power! Lay a/i ’1-QadrJ, only one is more excellent than the night of the 
Day of Congregational Prayer [Lailat al'Jum a}, namely, the actual 
N ighr during which the Qur "an was sent down. As for all the otherwise 
similar Nights of Power [Layaii 't-Qadrj, the night of the Day of 
Congregational Prayer [Lailat aUlum a} ranks higher than any of them 
on the scale of excellence. 

[Aside from these representatives of the Hanball school] most of the 
learned scholars [ ulama’J have maintained that the Night of Power 
[Lailat uLQatlrJ is more excellent, not only than the night of the Day 
of Congregational Prayer [Lailat ed-Jtim a], but than all other nights 
in the calendar. 


There is plenty of traditional evidence, however, to justify the point 
of view adopted hy our Hnnball Colleagues, as we shall demonstrate: 

According to one traditional account, related hy al-QadT [the Judge] 
ah Imam Abu Ya* la (may Allah bestow His mercy upon him), it was Ibn 
Abbas (may Allah be well pleased with him and with his father) who 
reported that Allah’s Messenger (Allah Mess him and give him peace) 
once said: 151 

Aliilh grants forgiveness, on the night of the Day of Congregational Prayer 
[Lailat aLju rn aj, to all the people of Islam, 

No comparable excellence is known to have been attributed by the 
Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) to any of the other nights. 

Allah’s Messenger (Allah Mess him and give him peace) is also 
reported as having said: 

Invoke Allah's blessing upon me, iJZ many times over, in the course of the 
illustrious night [ciMtirfaf afghtirra }, and during the brightly shining day 
fedryawm afariW/—on the night of the Day of Congregational Prayer [Lailat 
til-jinn £ij, and then on the Day itself. 

The adjectivegfktrra' [illustrious] is related to the noun g/iurra, which 
means the highlight, the prime, the finest feature of something. 233 

Another point in favor of the superior excellence of the night of the 
Day of Congregational Prayer [Laitat cdrjuina] is the very fact that it 
immediately precedes the Day itself. This is indeed a telling point, 
because wc have been taught so much about the excellence of that 
Day, and so little about the excellence ot the day of the Night of 
Power [Lailat al-Qadr j. 

The following traditional reports are highly significant in this 
connection: 

According to Anas |ibn Malikj : ^ (may Allah be well pleased with 
him), the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 

The sun never rises to usher in a day that is more splendid, in the sight of Allah, 
than the Day of Congregational Prayer IVatcm abjum'aj, and none is 
dearer to Him. 


According to Abu l luraira 235 (may Allah be well pleased with him), 
the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 

The sun never rises, nor does it ever set, upon a day that is more excellent than 
the Day of Congregational Prayer [Yawn td-Jnm aj. There is no creature that 
walks or crawls upon the earth, that is not terrified of the Day ofConyregational 
Prayer [Ymvm oh/um'aj, apart from these two species fttatjoiam]: the jinn and 
human beings. 

According to another report from Abu 1 lurnira (may Allah be well 
pleased with him), the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) 
also said: 

On the Day of Resurrection [ Yaton aUQiyama J , Allah (Almighty and Glorious 
is He) will resurrect the days in a manner that displays their condition. When 
He brings forth the Day of Congregational Prayer Utl'Jumcil, it will be shining 
with a radiant beauty, and its own people will greet it with affectionate respect, 
as it it were a bride being led in procession to her noble bridegroom* beaming 
upon them as they walk in her radiance. Their complexions will be like snow, 
and their fragrant aroma will be like musk. They will plunge into mountains of 
camphor, and the people assembled at the Place of Standing [aTMawqt/J, 
humans and jinn alike, will stare at them in wonder, too fascinated to blink an 
eye, until they enter the Garden of Paradise. 

Suppose someone were to say: “That all sounds very convincing, no 
doubt, but what is your response to His saying (Almighty and Glorious 
is I le): 

The Night of Power is hotter Lailatu TQodri /din in in 

than a thousand months. (97:3)?" min alfi stafir, 

Io this our reply would be as follows: “What is meant to he 
understood by it is: “better than a thousand months—in the reckoning 
of which the night of the Day of Congregational Prayer [LaiJat d-Juina] 
is not included,” This interpretation should be perfectly comprehen¬ 
sible even to those who prefer the other point of view, since their 
understanding of the phrase is: “better than a thousand months—in the 
reckoning of which the Night of Power [Laikt al-Qadr} is not included.” 236 

In defense of our point of view, we should also point out that the night 
of the Day of Congregational Prayer [Lailat al'jum'aj is everlasting in 
the Garden of Paradise—because visiting with Allah (Glorified and 
Exalted is He) takes place during the Day thereof.- 17 Furthermore, its 


position in the calendar is known for certain here in this lower world, 23B 
whereas the exact date of the Night of Power [Laiiat al-Qachj can only 
he surmised. 

It must he admitted, notwithstanding, that a case can he made in 
favor of the view preferred by at-Tamlml and some other learned 
scholars.- ,g When they maintain that the Night of Power [Lailat 
ai'Qadr} is more excellent than any other night, they begin by citing the 
words of Allah (Exalted is He): 

The Night of Power is hetter LaHatu 'f-Qodri Wuurun 

than a thousand months. (97:31 mm tdfi shah , 

Then, having noted the fact that a thousand months are the equiva¬ 
lent of eighty-three years and four months,- 40 they cite the following 
traditional reports:- 45 

It said that the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) was 
shown the life spans of the members of his Community [ UmmaJ, and he 
cons idered them too short, so he was granted the N ight of Power f Lailat 
aUQadrj, 

Imam Malik ihn Anas 242 (may Allah bestow His mercy upon him) is 
reported as having said: “I have heard, from someone whose word I 
trust, that Allah's Messenger (Allah bless him and give him peace) 
once saw the life spans of all rhe people before his own time, or as much 
of that as Allah (Exalted is He) wished him to see. In this vision, it 
seemed to him that the life spans of those belonging to his own 
Community [UmmaJ had become shorter by comparison, with the 
result that they could not accomplish as much good work, in the course 
of a lifetime, as others who had preceded them. It was then that Allah 
granted him the Night of Power [Lailat ai-QadrJ, which is better than 
a thousand months.” 


Imam Malik ihn Anas (may Allah bestow His mercy upon him) also 
said: “It has come to my attention that Sa id ihn al-Musayyih- 145 once 
said: ‘If someone is present at the late evening prayer/sakif ah 'iska*] on 
the Night of Power (Lailat ahQadrJ, he will derive good fortune 
therefrom.’ 

The Prophet {Allah bless him and give him peace) is reported as 
having said: 

If someone performs both the late evening f'is/iS’j and sunset [mqgfnrifcfj prayers 
in congregation, he will obtain his share of good fortune from the Night of 
Power [Lariat di-QaJrJ. Moreover, it he recites it—meaning the Sura of Power 
l S Oral a LQiidr]—it will be as if he had red ted one foiltth of the en tire Qur fin. : 44 


On the answer to the question: “Why has Allah 
not informed His servants of an exact date, on 
which the Night of Power [Lmiat al'QadrJ is 
certain to occur V* 

S uppose someone raises the question: “Why has Allah not informed 
I lis servants of an exact date, on which the Night of Power [Lfiikii 
aUQadr] is certain to occur, just as He has provided them with precise 
and unambiguous information concerning the night of the Day ot 
Congregational Prayer fLui/ar al'Jum'ajT' 

The appropriate response will be to tell the questioner: “His purpose 
(Exalted is He) is to make sure that His servants do not take it for 
granted that they have performed good deeds on that particular night. 
Were it notfor this element of uncertainty, they could make the claim: 
‘We have performed good deeds on a night that is better than a 
thousand months, so Allah has granted us forgiveness, and in His sight 
we are now entitled to spiritual degrees and Gardens of Paradise/ They 
might therefore abandon all further effort to do good works, and simply 
rest on their laurels. Having thus fallen prey to unduly optimistic 
expectation, they would then be doomed to perdition.” 

It should also be noted that, as a similar measure of precaution, Allah 
(Almighty and Glorious is He) has refrained from informing His 
servants as to when their individual lifetimes are due to expire. Were 
it not so, a person with a long life still ahead of him could say: “I intend 
to give tree rein to my carnal desires, indulging in all the pleasures this 
world has to offer, and enjoying its comforts to the full. Eventually, of 
course, when the expiration of my term draws near, 1 shall repent and 
devote myself ro the worshipful service of my Lord, I shall then die as 
a penitent and reformed character.” 

In actual fact, Allah (Exalted is He) has kept their appointed terms 
concealed from them, so they must always be cautious and wary of 


death. Under these circumstances, they have a permanent incentive to 
practice good conduct, to pursue repentance with dilgent perseverance, 
and to make constant efforts to improve their behavior. Death, whenever 
it comes to claim them, will therefore find them in a very good spiritual 
state. As well as receiving their allotted shares f aqs&m] of pleasure and 
sensual enjoyment in this world, they will Lx 1 : safely delivered from 
Allah’s torment in the hereafter, by the mercy /ro/i ma] of Allah 
(Exalted is He). 

The following anonymous saying is also worth quoting: 

“Allah (Exalted is He) has concealed five things inside five: (1) He 
has concealed Allah’s good pleasure inside worshipful acts of obedience 
1 rii'arj; (2)1 Ichas concealed His wrath inside sinful acts of disobedience 
fma’flslj; (3) He has concealed the middle prayer [os-salat al'wustti} - 4 ' 5 
among the other ritual prayers [sedaurat}; (4) He has concealed His 
saintly friend fteaffj among the rest of His creatures; (5) He has 
concealed the Night of Power /Luifut cdrQadr} within the month of 
Ramadan.” 


On the characteristic features 
that indicate the arrival of the Night of Power 

[Lailat al*Qadr]. 

A s for the characteristic features that indicate the arrival of the 
Night of Power f Lariat al-Qadr J T they are present in a night when 
the atmosphere is comfortable, the sky is jet-black, and the temperature 
is neither hot nor cold. We may also quote this anonymous saying on 
the subject: 

“it is a night in which no barking of dogs can he heard. When the sun 
rises on the following morning, it appears as a disk without rays, rather 
like a copper bowl frost], ” 

As for the marvels and wonders of the N ight of Power fLai Jot nLQadr], 
they are revealed to those who possess the qualities of spiritual devel¬ 
opment and sainthood [arbab al-qulub wa 'hu i/oyaj, to those who are 
committed to worshipful obedience foW at-to'aj, and to whomever 
Allah wishes among those of His servants who are true believers 
[mummm }—in accordance with their spiritual states fa/ma/J. their 
allotted portions [aqsdm], and their degrees of nearness to Allah 
(Almighty and Glorious is He). 


Some concluding remarks concerning 
the Night of Power [Lailat al-Qadr] t 
and concerning the month of 
Ramadan as a whole. 

O n the Night of Power [Lmlat d-Qadr], as Allah (Almighty and 
Glorious is He) has told us: 

The angels and the Spirit tanaz&lu 'hnuiia'ifcatu 

come down. {97:4} uu V-Rfdi. 

I n other words, Gabriel (peace be upon him), who is the Spirit [Rjv/iJ. 
comes down with an escort of seventy thousand angels, whom he leads 
as their commanding officer famrrj. 

Once they have descended from heaven to the earth below, Gabriel 
(peace be upon him) w ill give the greeting of peace to anyone who 
happens to be in a sitting posture, while the angels will give the greeting 
of peace to anyone who happens to be sleeping. At the same time, the 
Maker/a/'Bfln "} (Glorified and Exalted is He) will bestow' the salutation 
of peace upon those of His servants who are standing upright. 

it is certainly possible to conceive that Allah (Almighty and Glorious 
is I le) will bestow the salutation of peace upon those believing sen'ants 
ot His [ ibadi-hi i -mi/mmmj who are worthy to inhabit the Garden, of 
Paradise, for He has indicated that He will say to them, within the 
confines of the Garden: 

“Peace!'"—such is the greeting saiain: ejawbn min 

from a Lord A lfCdrn passionate, Rabbin RafiTm. 

(36:58) 

By the same token, it is also conceivable that He will bestow the 
salutation of peace, here in this lower world, upon those righteous 
servants of His ['ibsdi'hi 'l-abrfirb 

untn whom the reward most fair alladhtna sahaqat Ja-fium 

has already gone forth from Us. mm-rtfl '/-futsttd. 

( 21 : 101 ) 
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Extract from Sayyidina Ghawth ul Aazam Shaykh 'Abd al Qadir al Jilani, 

from al-Ghunya li-Talibi Tariq al-Haqq 


In other words, it is conceivable because the blessings of providence 
[indyaj and felicity [sa tidal have already been conferred by Him, in the 
eternity without beginning/^ upon those who are extinct to the 

creationf/anm K ani 'Ukkalqi, existing in perpetuity with the Lord ffoijiri 
bir-RabbL and steadfastly reliant on the Truth [mumra mm ila ’I'Haqq}. 

When the Night of Power [Laiiat aLQudrJ comes around, there will 
not be a single spot on earth that does not have an angel upon i t, either 
bowing down in prostration, or standing erect, as he offers prayers of 
supplication on behalf ot the believing men fmu minm] and the believing 
women/mu miniitj. There will be no exceptions, apart from any church 
ftamisaj, or any synagogue [bfajj 16 or any temple dedicated to the 
worship of fire, or any temple dedicated to the worship of idols, or 
certain places where people dispose of their filthy trash. 

Those angels w T ill dedicate every moment of their ni ght on earth to 
ofte ring pr aye rs of su ppl ic at j on on be ha If of the be 1 i e v i ng me n|mn mirtmj 
and the believing women fmu mmarj. As for Gabriel (peace be upon 
him), he will not leave any believer, male or female, without giving him 
[or her] rhe greeting of peace and shaking him [or herj by the hand. To 
each and every one of them, he will say: “If you are in a state of 
worshipful obedience* peace he upon you, in the form of the approval 
and favor you deserve! If you are in a state of si nful d isobed ience, peace 
be upon you, in die form of forgiveness! If you are in a state of sleep, 
peace be upon you, in the form of contentment! If you are in the grave 
or tomb, peace be upon you, in the form of refreshment [rauh] and sweet 
perfume fraihtlnj!" 

This, according to one interpretation, is the import of the words of 
Allah (Almighty and Glorious is 1 Ic): 

On every errand: Peace..., mm ituiii amr—soitfmun,... 

(97:4,5) 

Another interpretation has been expressed as follows: 

“The angels will surely convey the greeting of peace to all worthy 
practitioners of worshipful obedience, but they will not offer that same 


salutation to all who are guilty of sinful disobedience, for some of them 
arc perpetrators of heinous wrongdoing and injustice /^afaiviaj, who 
deserve no share in the peace conveyed by the angels. Grievous indeed 
is the offense committed by the consumer of unlawful sustenance (uhi? 
al-haram}, the breaker of family ties hjar? ar-ri^mj , the spreader of 
malicious gossip and slanderfnammam], and the consumer of goods chat 
rightfully belong to orphans fdkil amwai al'jatama}. The likes of these 
are therefore not entitled to any share in die peace conveyed by the 
angels, and none shall they receive, 1 ' 

What calamity could be worse than this terrible disaster? What a 
dreadful affliction it must be, to live through a month—‘the beginning 
of which is a mercy, the middle of which is a forgiveness, and the last 
part of which is a deliverance from the Fire of Hell'- 77 —-and yet find 
yourself excluded from sharing in the peace conveyed therein by rhe angels 
of die Lord of the sinners and the righteous fiuubb of- Usdt wa 'l-abrar][ 

What could have brought this affl iction upon you? Was it due to your 
remoteness from the All-Merciful One [ar-RataTianj, to your being an 
agent of tyranny fut-fug/iyanj and a willing accomplice of the Devil 
[asft'SWtanj, and to your ha ving adopted the flamboyant style of those 
who tread the path that leads to the Fires of Hell [un-rriramj ? Was it due 
to your remoteness and aloofness from those who tread the path that 
leads to the Gardens of Paradisefnhjmrmj, and your extreme reluctance 
to obey the One who controls both the infliction of harm and the 
bestowal of benefit [af-ihsunj? 

The month of Ramadan is the month of serenity and purity 
[s/ioJir as'Safd ] , the month of fulfillment and fidelity fsfia/ir ai-wafaj. 11 
is the month of those who practice the remembrance of their Lord [shahr 
adh-dhabrin], the month of those who endure with patience fshuhr 
os-sabrnn], and the month of those who arc honest and truthful 
lshahr as-sadiqln] . So, if it does not have the effect of improving your 
heart—if it does not induce you to desist from rebellious acts against 
your Lord, and does not make you avoid the company of troublemakers 
and criminals—what else can exert a positive influence on your heart? 
What goodness can be hoped for in a case like yours? What redeeming 
quality can survive in someone like you? What successful outcome can 
he expected from an individual like you? 


You had better pay attention* O miserable wretch, and try to learn 
from what has happened to you. Come to your senses, wake up from 
your slumber, shake off your heedless indifference, and take a good hard 
look at what has befallen you. However little of the month you still 
have left, you must seize every opportunity for repentance [tawha] and 
contrition JinabaJ.' 78 Take full advantage of the time that is still 
available for seeking forgiveness fistigh/arj and practicing worshipful 
obedience tfaa]. If you follow this advice, you may yet be one of those 
who receive the blessings of mercy fro/una/ and compassionate grace fra Jo}. 

Then, when the month of Ramadan comes to its close, you should bid 
it farewell with the shedding of copious tears. You should weep over 
your unfortunate self, while moaning and wailing and u ttering plaintive 
erics of lamentation. For, as you must be well aware, many a keeper of 
the fast fsfl irnj will never keep another fast, and many a keeper of the 
vigil {qaim} will never keep vigil again. 

The worker will he paid his wages, once he has finished his work, and 
we have now finished the work [required of us in the month of 
Ramadan], But if only I knew for certain whether our fasting Fsryimd and 
our vigil iqryumj have been accepted, or whether they will be used to slap 
us in our faces! If only I knew tor certain which of us has been accepted, 
so that we may congratulate him, and which of us has been rejected, so 
that we may offer him our condolences! 

The Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) once said: 

There Ls many a one who keeps the tasi by Jay, yet who gets nothing out ofhis 
fasting hut hunger and thirst. And there is many a one who spends the night 
m vigil and prayer, yet who gets nothing from his vigil other than insomnia. 


Peace be upon you, O month of daytime fasting! 

as^salamu alaik—-yd shahra l y$iyam 

Peace be upon you, O month of nighttime vigil! 

as^saldmu alaik—yd shahra 'kqiydm 

Peace be upon you, O month of true faith! 
as-saldmu alaik —-yd shahra laman 

Peace be upon you, O month of the Qur'an! 

as-'sedamu alaik—yd shahra ’I-Qm an 

Peace be upon you, O month of the radiant lights! 
os-salamu alaik— yd sfiakra %amvdr 

Peace be upon you, O month of forgiveness and pardon! 
as^solamw aWk —yd shahra Umaghfirati wa *Ughufrdn 

Peace be upon you, O month of the ascending steps 
of Paradise and of salvation from the descending steps of Hell I 
os-salami* alaik—yd shahra d-damjai wa 'n-najdn mina 'd-darakat 

Peace be upon you, O month of the worshipful penitents! 
as'saldmu alaik— yd shahra L t-taihma *l/abiitn 

Peace be upon you, O month of those who know 
from spiritual experience! 
os-salami* alaik—yd shahra ‘Wdrifin 

Peace be upon you, O month of those who exercise 
discriminating judgment! 
as-saldmu alaik—yd shahra %mujtxiudm 

Peace be upon you, O month of safety and security! 
as-saldmu ' alaik—yd shaAra %amtm r 

You are a prison for disobedient sinners, and for the truly 
devout you are a place of comfort. 

Peace be upon the lamps and lanterns that shine so bright! Peace be 
upon the sleepless eyes, and upon the streaming tears! Peace be upon 
the illuminated niches [makank] in the mosques, and upon the tears 
that are spilled and shed! Peace be upon the sighs that arise from hearts 
that are aflame! 

O Allah, include us among those whose fasting and prayers have been 
accepted, among those whose evil deeds You have transformed into 
good deeds, among those whom You have allowed by Your mercy to 
enter Your Gardens of Paradise, and among those whose degrees You 
have exalted, O Most Merciful of the merciful lyd Arham or-roAmmi/! 




- hl |bbf Ajjfifcj {peace be upon him) is mentioned several times in the Qur an. as- a Prophet imd 
an example of patience, 

2 ' }] Ziithari^fZduirr)\-dJ is mentioned several limes in the Qur'an, where he is hailed as the father 
■ if John the Baptist fYahyii (peace be upon them hath). 

- 1 EzekielfHi^rij (peace be upon him) is not mentioned by name in the Qur’an* but the Quranic 
commentators have identified an allusion to him therein, and he is frequently referred to in 
tipdftiprol reports (Sees Thomas Patrick Hughes, op. err., art. tiZEKIEL.nnd^hDrrefEHere/o^drii 
nflatnm , ait. tflZQlL) 

^ Although not mentioned by name in the Qu-f an„ Joshua the son of N On iYmha ibn NitnJ 
(peace be upon him) is identified by some Islamic authorities as the servant of Moses (peace be 
upon him), who is mentioned in Q. IRsftO. 

- 1M In the original text, the author (may Allah he well pleased with him) is able to express this 
much more nearly, by using the technical term of Arabic grammar bt-hsn Tfiftit, 

^Thc rcading^tmtiuirNi V-/ajr is a traditionally accepted alternative tohoftSm+jfJa^ ’l-fop. See, 
for instance, the celebrated Qur "uric commentary ad led Tafilr afrJdJatn'n, rhe tirsr half of which 
was compiled by Shaikh jaULu'd'dln ah Mahal ll (J. a U S64), .and i he rest bv hdalu chdin as-Suyuti 
(d. A EC 911). 

- ,Kl In euher case, according to the Quranic commentary mentioned in note 1C> above, the 
meaning is understood to be; "rill the time of its nsingliluuuqrifuli] r-firj," (JaLllu’d-dTn aUM-iballl 
and JalSlud-din aS'SuyuTT Tifstr oldddloin. Istanbul; Salflh Biha Kitabevi Yayinbn, n,J,; 
pc. 2, p. 267,) 

-* lm5m Milhk ibn Anas (may Allah bestow His mercy upon him) was the founder ui one at the 
tour schoolsItiWlui/iibJ of Islamic jurisprudence. He died in the year A H 179/7^5 C E 

I in rim Abu ' AbdilLlh Muhammad ibn UtTs ash-Shjfcfil (may AI Lib bestow His mercy up- m 
him) w,i- the founder of one of the four schools frrukl/kl/iifjj of Islamic jurisprudence. He died in 
the year A H 204/820 C.E Imam abGhazalf (may Allah bestow His mercy upon him) was one of 
the mast notable professors of the Shaft*! school. 

See note 23 on p. 18 above. 

- |u See note 192 on p. 98 above. 

* Ubayy ibn Ka‘ b (tnay Allah be well pleased with him) was one of rhe Companions of the 
Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace) to whom particular editions of the text of the 
Qur'an, prior to the authorization of ’Uthmans version, have been ascribed. (Sec; SftctTfcr 
Emcycla^fdiu off skint, art. AL'KUR AN.) 

- ]2 Im Jim Ahmad ibn bjanbal (may A11 ah bestow 1 Eis mercy upon him I was the founder of one of 
the four schools fmidhdfiibj of Islamic jurisprudence- He died in the year A-H. 241/855 CE, The 
legral doctrines of the Hunbatr^hud were those studied most intensively by the author. Shaikh 
‘ AbJ abQfidiral-JllSnl (may Allah he well pieced with him) as a young man* 

Thi* sentence refers to one of the rites of the Pilrimagc f Hdflj] (For a detailed accotinz, see: 

Vol. Kpp. 26-52.) 

- 14 Tile circumainbukuj on of rhe House of Allah f Rami'JIuM, i-e., the Kaha T is another rite 

of rhe PilnrrugefHaj/J. 

The seven seals JldaaiwaifPTif mark the division of the Qur an into seven sections, or Stages 
fmon^df, an arrangement designed to facilitate rhe recitation of the entire Bi«ik in the course of 
a week. 


JUy This is one of the many .ultemarive titles sometimes given Co what is most commanly known 
3s rhe Openi ng SQraf Suntf d-FypJW of the Noble QurSn. It nllude^ to cbe ftrsr vcisefdyaj thereof 
which femk ;''Praise be to AllAh, Lonl of All the Worlds hiFtaimdu iritlfii ftahh p l'*afaunftiJ r ip 


^ The Prophet ( Allah bless him and give him peace) is repeated as having said: 

The Qur^n has been revealed according to seven dalecttjmi^dlfi TQur dtm' ^u&'imahnifl 
Tins has been interpreted n ■ mean: "according to seven m^dcs of rending or recitation. 11 (See: 
LrW- Line. Ardnc-kngUsh Lexicon, art, H-R-F: also: Shorter EnrycIopiiwKa of Islam p art. 
AL-KUR "A N; and: Thomas Patrick Hughe*, op. at., an. SEVEN DlALEt-TS*) 

- Js Allah (Almighty and Glorious is He) has *aid in the Qui'ftn {] 5-87): 


We have given you seven mi fci^jfdd ur-iaYur-ta juKon 

of the oft - repeated 1 versesl mma 1 Fma ihtlnl 

and the ns ighry Qur ‘an, wu 1 LQur ctnn 7- . 

According to >nme authorities,, the seven maiJtfiTrf are the oft-repeated verses (aviTiJ of the 
Opening Sum fSfbroe iiJ-FdtifwJ of the Qur'an, Others maintain that the seven inorfuWare the 
seven long Sums from Surat ahBci^rra to 5 Qr&t al'A'm/. (For yet othcr 3 nierprem c ions, wc: E. W . 
Lmc\ ArahoEn^iuJi Lexicon, an TH—A'-V and art- S—Id—' ) 


The names of the descending levels of Hell are ns follows: (1 ) jdJhttFapitini, [2 ) {3) 

ahHiUami (4) Sfl' fc £3) Skjur (6) uFjiAfrn (7) Man™. All of these are mentioned in the Qur &n fc 
hut the tT.idiiionnl commentators differ as to their order of descent. 

1 The ir story is to Id in the Sura of the Cave f S drat at-Kahf / p the 18th Su r.t of the Qur An. 1 n the 
Christ inn tradition* they are known ns the Seven Sleepers of Ephesus 


J -‘ The Prophet Hud (peace he UDon him) and a few r tub to ms men were the on I v survivors, 
““The cntnl of seventeen is arrived tit by adding together: (a) the nv. i cycles of the dawn prayer 
/saLir aUfajr}, th} rhe tour cycles of the imddav prayer ci^idiyj. (c) rhe tour cycles of the 
afternoon prayer fioiifcjiF rtsrj. (d) the three cycles of the sunset prayer faed^ , and lc) 

the tour cycles of the late evening prayer (Wtil aF rsfia F 


As Allah tAlmighty and Glorious is He) hits told us in the Qur'ftn (4rZ 


Forbidden to you are 
y^nir mothers, 
and vour daughters, 
and your sisters, 
ml your paternal aunts, 
and your maternal .mms. 
and your brother's daughters, 
and your sister's daughtets- 


fuerrimat '((Jut-tam 
lanimAim-tum 
mi furtaEi^kum 
mi akiy?uvlrit'k[fm 
uy rjjnrTLilru-ktim 
mi ptii^iJufuTaim 
uy fxmdiw 'FmJdiE 
u.u him itnc 'l-ukhti. 


iJ 1 1n thi* category, it is forbidden for a man to many: U1 his foster-mother* ( 1 ) his foster lister. 
(3) his mocherdndaw, (4' his daughterdnkiw, (3} hi* stepdaughter, (6) the sister ofa wife to 
whom he Is still married, and (7) rhe widow ur divorced wife of his father. 


The banc meaning of the term barf (of which hicru/and akruf are plural forms) is "a lecrer of 
the A n lNc a (phaher, h As in t his context, howeve r, it may a Iso sign ify “a con nee ted group of A rebte 
letters, representing either a separate word, or L in some cases, a grammatical combination of two 
or more elements, only one of which can nommlly be wntren separately." 

The rwenry-seven dements counted .is hitrijf |*woTck + f are thsKefore the following: 


U) mud (2) £3) fi (4) Lafkirf (3) 1-Qydr (6) wa (?) mj {$) odr^lb (9) ma (10) Lotkru 

(11) 1-Qodr (12} Lffllonr! 1 1) (14) kiWim (15) mm (16 )dfi (17) ilkafer (18) uma^du (19) 

(20) u« (21) V-Riibu (22) j6-fctf £23) JiN'd^ni (24) RdbW-fem (25) mm (26) hilt 

(27) Limr . 


In Vol. 2. pp. 269-86, the author (may Allah be well pitted with him) has quoted lengthy 
rnjitbnal rniwr^ cocut^mmo rhn (jAidan EtfpAmJljUL 

^'■llirtiifi world " eu put it in simple English, “Friday comes.but once a week, and always between 
Thursday ami Saturday." 

- <HJ Near rhe beginning of this suhscc non ip. [ 12 above), the author (may AIL! h be well pleased 
with him} has ascribed to Abu THasm at-Tamlml ( may Allfth bestow HLs mercy upon, him) a 
viewpoint that ^ets him somewhat apart from the other learned scholars 

- Even at the end of the 20th century t and even among the most technologically developed 
societies, eighty-three years and four months would represent an above avemgc span of life 
expectancy. 

2 |J As the reader can hardly fail to notice, few transmitting authorities—if any—are named in 
connection with these particular reports, 

- See note 207 on p, L06 above. 

-■^Sa'ld ibn al-Musayyih [or, ahMusavyub] (may Allah bestow I iis mercy upon him) was an early 
scholar of Prophetic tradition. He died in A H 93. (There is some uncertainty as to the correct 
spelling of his last name- The forms ibn ni-hin.sayyib and iSm d-MmayyiS both occur, often in the 
some text-} 

- ,fc 1 Author 1 * ntPfr: Jr is a recommended practice for the worshipper to rveite the Sura of Power 
jSftrat ahQairJ in the final late evening prayer of the month of Ramadan. 

Alliih {Exalted is He) ha* told us in the QuTsm 

Re careful to observe your prayers, luijtpj 'oiu 

and [especiallyf the middle prayer, mi 

and si and obedient u> A Hah - (2:236) ma qQmil It 'Mu’ ^mrtrn. 

* * * 

iyt * In an earlier chapter itf rhe presenr work, there is some evidence i* ■ suggest chut Shaikh ' AW 
al'Qsdir al-jTlAnT (may Allah be weJJ nl«tnd urLtK hmnli ik/vJ Ivuiisu to denote a church, and bl'u 
to denote a synagogue. (See VoL i, 2 M Set tunc 189 on r 97 Arabic lexicographer however; 
the term b? L i applies to a Christian church, and kanlsa to a Jewish synagogue, Yet others say that 
WlIscz may be applied to either of these h or that it means a place of worship used by the followers 
of any religion other than Islam. 

~ r " See p. S5 above, where the month of Ramadan is so described in a saying attributed to the 
Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace), 
rM See note 189 on p, 9? above. 


